T. TONY GATTO

The Fisherman's
Offshore Report
columnist looks back at
some of the highlights of
the 2018 offshore season.

John Pickett Steve Dav
Jeff Melworm, Dave Wis-
'semann and Ray Azzato
had the arg
the season, an 886-pound
mako caughtin the canyon
on July 30 and weighed at
Bergen Bay Docks

wyw'thefisherman.com « FEBRUARY 2019

other species were caught (tlefish, swordfish, yellowfin, white

Richie at

J

BLUEFIN TUNA
The near shore bluefin bt from 20 to 40 fathoms
Kicked offin arty Jun:Scot of Bergen Bay Docis n West
bunchof
his customers got in on the early bluefin bite. Most fish were
around the 100-pound mark. Two tand outs were Jimimy

Ceptain
Mike Nagri, John Clfford and Frank Foster on the boat
Cliff Hanger. It was caught south of Debs in 100 feet of
water. O front, the Hudson Anglers Shark
Tournament was a tremendous success. The All American
won with  329.6-pound thresher shark. Taking second

ith

293 84 pound mako. Rounding out the top three was the

from boat with
2160-pound fish. Scott mentioned most fish fell to slow
trolied ballyhoo. Jobn Bauman of White Water Marine ran
his boat out of Shinnecock with a crew of Kevin S

2290.6 mako.
John Murray, General Manager of Star Island Yacht

Club and Marina reported on the official resuilts of their

32nd Alexa Ann won the top

6

Kenny, Fireman Pete and John DeLetore. They
inch bluefin earty in the trip before working their way south
B

spot with 41 Kevin Kallmeyer and crew
boated their ish on day one. Fortunately for them it held

to Toms C: With no
luck,
they hooked up again. Aiatves:hou batle they stucka

took 2nd place. The shark was caught on Sea Wife IV
captained by Pablo Bertau. Day two of the tournament

‘was sporty to say the least. Mike Marro on the Fish Pig was

rewarded for battling adverse conditions by catching a
225-pound mako that secured 3rd place.

Tosh from Oakland's in Shinnecock relayed that the
Doug and Wally Oakland Shark Tournament was a huge
success. First place went to Reel Deal and Brian Grunseich
with a 369-pound thresher shark. Second place was a

226-pound thresher caught aboard Ziggy by Mike Anderson.

Plenty of other sharks were tagged and released by various
boats.

BIGEYE TUNA

The action started with a bang in late June as John
at Trophy Tackle in Babylon reported that Teddy Prager
111, along with Don Brown, and Kevin Cooper, went sout!
to the Edge for a great mixed bag of bigeyes, yellows

the range to get to south of Tom's Canyon, East Atiantis
or the Tsunami Buoy. It was mid to late November when

where a
boated some fat, late season fish.

MAHI MAHI

Canyon Challenge saw the mahi category finishin a tie at
182 pounds for the crews of the Rascal and Overtime. | took

ith to spare. Second place mako
‘went to Out Cast with a nice 334-pound mako. The third
place mako was caught aboard the Stacey Jane and weighed
296 pounds. The boat Professional Cryer took top thresher

and marlin. Tosh from Oakland's in Shinnecock relayed
word that Reel £ Buggin skippered by Bobby Earl bagged
five bigeyes at West Atlantis. Tosh also mentioned

other boats that scored bigeyes, yellowfins and marin.
Brice from White Water Outfitters in Shinnecock
mentioned a tuna bite had developed at Atlantis, with
both bigeyes and yellowfins in the mix. The shop had

h

my boat y Dip. The day

for tuna, but we saved the tip with id-teen mahi Gaffers
Ul i re found in

the Canyons with good regularity. As S August

the high teen fish moved closer to home with big numbers

resulted from fishing around free-floating debris and having
2good supply of live peanut bunker i the baitwell.
Feel free to text or email me with your reports over

justa short ride
Captain from
ran mahi targeted charters towards the end of the summer

and scored well with fish to 22 pounds. Most of his success

the season, along with any topics you
would like to see me cover this year at 516-807-2746 or
captony@foxsealady.com. | look forward to hearing from
you. &
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